"State of the Township 2010"

Presented by

Mayor Chuck Chiarello

at the Reorganization Meeting held on Monday, January 4, 2010

First, I would like to congratulate all of those who were appointed or 

reappointed tonight to positions or committees that serve Buena Vista Township.  In particular, the volunteers who help us every day on the Planning Board, Recreation Committee, Special Events Committee, Municipal Alliance, and many more.  

I wish I could say that 2010 looks bright and rosy for Buena Vista, but with the economic forecast out of Trenton, it is not very encouraging!  On January 19th we will officially have Governor Chris Christie take office.  He has promised to make many changes in how things are done and we will have to wait and see what impact that will have on us.  Major cutbacks in state aid would seriously hurt Buena Vista since we are already 90% regulated by Pinelands rules that limit our growth potential.  Our opportunities are very limited.   
The Township Committee has not sat back and waited for trouble to happen, we have been proactive in anticipating cutbacks from the state and have already taken the following steps:

· Two full-time employees have been laid-off from our Public Works Department.

· All Township Employees are contributing 7% towards their healthcare benefits for the first time ever.

· Salary increases for Township employees have been kept minimal ranging between 2 to 2 1/2 percent for 2010.

· Mileage charges that are reimbursed to Township employees who attend classes, conferences, or seminars have been reduced by one third.

· A complete energy audit has been done for Township Hall, Public Works, and the MLK Center.   Our goal is to implement as many changes as possible to save our taxpayers money.

Without knowing the changes that may or may not come from Trenton for many months down the road, the Township Committee may still have to make numerous course corrections as we proceed through 2010.  We hear all the time that the State of New Jersey is $8 billon in debt, but the fact is, even if the state closed it doors tomorrow and no services were provided the state would still be $8 billion in debt.  New ways must be found to either pay the state debt off or change the method in which we collect taxes.  

Now for the good news.  Township Committee has been proactive in maintaining our roads, including repaving 17 streets in 2009.  We continue to maintain beautiful parks and run a cost-effective government.  New equipment has been 

purchased for our Public Works Department including a new backhoe and a new boom arm mower that will arrive in 2010.  A new dump truck was added to our fleet in 2009.  If we do not maintain a modern fleet for our Public Works Department our costs will be even higher in the long run.

Buena Vista is looking to bring some additional businesses into our community.  Our community needs jobs and some economic opportunities.  We are finally seeing some light at the end of the tunnel in regards to our national economic recovery.  Recently, there has been renewed interest in the Richland Village Project to bring in some new businesses.  

We have worked cooperatively with our school district, and our fire and rescue squads to maintain a good quality of life for those who call Buena Vista home.  

There are countless other improvements that are being done to keep the Township efficient and technologically up to date.  We have maintained the same size staff for many years, even though there was more work to do.  It is with deep regret that we had to consider any layoffs for our small community.  We continue to look for opportunities to share services.  In an attempt to do so we formed a regional court, however there were no takers except for Weymouth Township after a year and a half of working with our neighboring communities.  

The Township fought the new Septic System Management rules that the Pinelands Commission attempted to put forward.  That would have forced every homeowner and business with a septic system in Buena Vista to pay for new staff and fees.  We also fought the Pinelands from taking over 6,000 acres of land from Buena Vista property owners. In the end we were able to reduce that number down to 2,800 acres of impacted land.  We are fighting the Atlantic County Utilities Authority in their effort to make us pay more for trash tipping fees and, of course, we have fought and won the battle to stop the State from charging Buena Vista for State Police services.  These are not small accomplishments and they take time and dedication from those who are 

elected to serve our community.  

I sincerely wish everyone a happy new year and a healthy one.  I pledge to do the best that I can possibly do to help our residents when and where possible.  Sometimes there are things that we just can't do or can't prevent.  The recent snow storm which brought us two feet of snow was handled excellently by our Public Works Department and additional contractors.  Taxpayers were very upset in neighboring Vineland and Hammonton while our roads were open and our crews were working.  

Thank you for being here tonight, and thanks for being a part of the special place that Buena Vista Township is.  In closing, thanks to our fire and rescue volunteers, thanks to the State Police, and thanks to all those that participate in helping this community whether it is through our schools, sports teams, volunteers that help the Township, or through churches and other civic organizations.  As always, I would like to thank my wife Cheryl for the countless hours of kindness and consideration she has given me to work for the residents of Buena Vista.  I would also like to thank Teresa Kelly my running mate and our Deputy Mayor for all her input, ideas and suggestions during these past 18 years.

