Buena Vista Township

“State of the Township 2009”

by Mayor Chuck Chiarello

Presented at the 

Reorganization Meeting held on 

Monday, January 5, 2009 at 7 pm

First, I would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy New Year.  I would like to say thank you to our Township employees for making this community run year in and year out.  I would like to thank my wife Cheryl for putting up with my schedule and crazy hours for all these years. 
Tonight, I start my eighteenth year as an elected official and the fifteenth year as your Mayor.  During those years the Township has made much progress.  Great pressure has been placed on municipal governments-beyond what we have ever witnessed before.  In 2008, we saw our State Aid by cut $90,000 -- this was our money due to our taxpayers!  We saw the state attempt to charge us for State Police services for the first time since 1921.  New proposed rules by the Pinelands Commission will put further restrictions on over 4,000 acres of our land, hurting our community’s growth potential for the future by increasing the number of acres needed to build a home in many areas of the Township.  We have also seen an unfair burden placed upon our community by the State Council on Affordable Housing known as COAH.  These burdens may force taxpayers in the Township to pay towards an affordable housing quota. The state is now proposing legislation that will allow us to pay only half of our pension obligations in 2009 so we can offer our residents property tax relief.  Unfortunately, we still have to pay the pensions back over the next several years which will add to future tax bills.  The overall picture coming out of Trenton for 2009 is quite gloomy.  We expect additional State Aid cuts again.  We also hope that the state will allow our school district to receive the same new funding level that was established last year – a funding level that was long overdue!  Our picture is not a rosy one, but we in Buena Vista Township have always tried to do good for our taxpayers and to bring progress to our community through sound thinking. 
Here’s what happened in Buena Vista in 2008:  

· We completed the new Train Siding in Richland Village at no cost to the taxpayers 
· We fought and won the State’s attempt to charge us over $200,000 for State Police costs in 2008, 2009 and in the future!
· We completed the Main Avenue Phase II road paving from Old Landis Avenue to Route 40 with a State Municipal Road Aid Grant
· A new Gas Main was finally installed by South Jersey Gas along Cains Mill Road in Collings Lakes after years of requests by Deputy Mayor Teresa Kelly and the Township Committee.
· New playground equipment has been added to our Lake Ann Park off of Unexpected Road 
· Through a Shared Services Grant we studied the possible merging of 5 Municipal Courts into one Regional Court 

· We moved ahead with the Lincoln Avenue Project which will bring 75 age restricted homes to the Township that will help our tax rate in the future
· We moved forward with the Comar Place Redevelopment Project to bring opportunity for business growth in the future 

· We maintained all Services despite cuts in State Aid

· We resolved a long standing problem between the Pinelands Commission and the Buena Borough Municipal Utilities Authority by deed restricting 232 acres of environmentally sensitive land.  This allowed for the expansion of the BBMUA plant which helped get our new Middle School started and moved our Lincoln Avenue Project forward.

 

What's Ahead for 2009 

· Buena Vista Township will have a Revaluation, the first in 19 years and it will impact our residents.  Taxes will not go up, but taxes will be redistributed based on the new value of your property. This was ordered by the Atlantic County Board of Taxation. 

· As of January 1st we have formed the Buena Vista Regional Municipal Court with our first partner Weymouth Township.  We hope other communities will follow Weymouth Township’s lead.  I would like to thank Mayor Frank Craig and Deputy Mayor Mille Messina for their leadership. They are here tonight. 

· We expect Phase IV of the Richland Village Streetscape to be completed by mid-February.  Adding sidewalks and lights from the railroad tracks on Route 40 to the traffic signal at Cedar Avenue.
· Cains Mill Road will be re-paved where the new gas mains were installed last year.  We expect this to happen by summer with 2 State Municipal Road Aid Grants.
· Under our Local Bond Program 19 Township roads will go out to bid for re-paving in 2009
· New equipment will be considered for our Public Works Department
· A new Dispatch System is moving forward and should start by April 1.  This step was taken to improve our communications for our fire companies, rescue squads and residents.  Mid Atlantic Communications in Egg Harbor City will be providing us 9-1-1 service.  Weymouth Township has also joined us in this effort.
· The Township has applied for a grant to establish a loan pool for local businesses through the State Department of Commerce. 
· The Township has received a grant to complete an Energy Audit on Township Hall, the MLK Center and our Public Works Building.  

· The Township will continue to look at ideas that will help build an economic base in our community for the years to come. These are difficult economic times but they will not last forever.

· The Township has ten projects that are ready to go if any of President-Elect Obama’s stimulus money should reach New Jersey and funnel down to Buena Vista Township.  

In closing we are very proud of the spirit of Buena Vista Township. It is shown by our volunteers in fire and rescue and those who serve this community on our many boards and committees.  We are also proud of the achievements of our students, sports teams and our school system, along with the Buena Braves, Little League and Scouts that show us why Buena Vista is a great place to be.  We will continue to search for better ways to help our residents and to run a Township that is a leader on many important issues.  Special thanks to our 1st District State Senator Van Drew and Assemblymen Albano and Milam plus our County Officials for helping Buena Vista every step of the way.  
Thank you.   

 

