State Police Victory,

A Win for Every Town in New Jersey!

n October 22, 2008 the State of New lersey

Council on Local Mandates met in Trenton at

the State House to hear arguments for and

against charging 89 rural communities for State
Police services. The Council on Local Mandates was created
to hear cases of “unfunded mandates” when the "State
Mandate, State Pay” laws were established. The Councils
decisions can not be appealed.

About 45 minutes of testimony was presented to the
Council between the Attorney Gener-
als Office (on behalf of the state), Ted
Baker an attorney representing the 89
State Police municipalities and the
League’s attorney William Kearns who
had filed a legal brief as a friend of
the court in support of the State
Police towns. When the presentations
were completed, Council Chairwwoman
Sylvia B. Pressler asked the audience
of mayors, local officials, attorneys
and media to remain at the hearing.
Twenty minutes later the Council ren-
dered a decision in support of the 89 towns confirming
that the state's attempt to charge for State Police services
was an “unfunded mandate.”

This victory goes beyond the bounds of the 89 towns
involved. If New Jersey had been able to charge the 89
State Police towns for services then all 566 municipalities in
New Jersey would have been subject to similar charges for
other services provided by the state.

While it is not quite Neil Armstrong's “That's one small
step for man; one giant leap for mankind” it was a day of
victory where the small towns won for a change! Every
town in New Jersey will still face new budget challenges in
2009 including: decreasing State Aid, COAH, a changing
world economy and other unforeseen issues that lay ahead.

It is important to thank the mayors along with other elect-
ed or appointed officials in the State Police communities who
took an active roll in fighting this issue. Whether it was
through the League’s State Police Task Force, or coalitions of
towns, they spoke out in the media and had their voices
heard in Trenton. Many towns turned to their residents to
send letters or emails to the administration to let them know
that they were not happy about the State Police tax issue.

In the days that followed the decision by the Council on
Local Mandates rumblings came from Trenton that this was
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not the last we would hear of the State Police issue. Even
though the Council’s decision can not be appealed there
were some that were still not happy. The state wanted to
collect $12.6 million from the rural State Police communi-
ties. In state budget terms this is a small amount of money
in comparison to finding dollars for economic stimulus or
other aid packages.

Solutions have also been placed on the table to raise need-
ed money to offset the cost of rural policing through court
surcharges on State Police fines. This
has met with some opposition from
Trenton. The state does not want to
create any new taxes or surcharges. |
don’t see this as any different then
increasing tolls or charging a 2.5%
COAH business tax. If a ticket sur-
charge is placed only on violators
(those who have broken the law) this
would help solve the shortfall in State
Police funding. State Senator Jeff Van
Drew has introduced legislation that
would provide for the surcharges and
it should be seriously considered.

Rural towns in New Jersey have been served by the State
Police since 1921 with no charges imposed. Some have
likened the State Police to being one of the best examples of
Shared Services that exists in the state. Some said the State
Police charges were not just the responsibility of rural com-
munities. Some said State Police towns should have to pay
for police just like their towns do. The fact is, the bulk of the
89 State Police communities involved are located in the rural
Pinelands, Highlands, or State Preservation areas of New Jer-
sey. Our ratable bases are low and the State of New Jersey
has already pre-determined our future to a great extent.

It should also be said that most rural towns are very
pleased with the State Police protection that they currently
receive. A valuable lesson has been learned from this expe-
rience: It is important that all 566 municipalities stick
together even if the issues are not a perfect match for each
town. There is strength in numbers!

I would like to thank our League President Robert Bowser
and League 1st Vice-President Tim McDonough for his
efforts in Co-Chairing the State Police Task Force. | would
further like to thank Executive Director Bill Dressel, Jon
Moran and the entire League Staff for their efforts in stick-
ing by the State Police towns. 4




