


Buena Vista Township

on Its Centennial Celebration
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BIRTH OF THE TOWNSHIP

On March 5, 1867, a new township was
created when the state legislature passed a resolu-
tion setting off 31,303 acres from Hamilton
Township to form the municipality of Buena
Vista Township. The area consisted of: all of the
land south of Hammonton and west of a line ex-
tending from Seventieth Street down to its junc-
tion with Deep Run, then running just east of
Richland and Milmay, to the Weymouth Town-
ship line. which included the communities of
Buena, Landisville, Minotola, Richland, Pan-
coast, Milmay., Wheat Road. Newtonville. Cedar
Lake and Doughty's.

Seventy-seven residents atended the first elec-
tion conducted on March 13 at the Hotel of Wil-
liam Veal. The voters chose a committee of five,
consisting of William Weal, Danicl Brownson,
Benajah Downs, John Morris Jr., and George
Reick, to govern the township. The amount to be
raised by laxes was set at $1000 for township pur-
pases and $2.00 per scholar for school purposes.

The first meeting of the newly elected town-
ship commitiee was conducted on March 21 at
the Hotel of William Veal. David Brownson was
selected by the committeemen as their chairman.
Also at the meeting, the following bonds were
fixed: collector. $12,000, constable, $500 and
township superintendant, $6,000, and the other
municipal employees were sworn in.

During the first year, necessary details were
worked out.

The committeemen from Buena Vista and
Hamilton Township met in several joint sessions
at the Hotel of John Champion in Mays Landing
during the following two months. A. L. Iszard
was sclected to preside over the meetings which
were taken up with fixing the value of properties

VEALS TAVERN

Because of s location, Veal's
Tavern, originally Camphell's Tav-
ern, served ay one of the stops on
the old stage coach route as well as
meeting hall and voring place. The
hotel, which dates back to reveolu-
tiopary timey, was originally located
at the northwesterly partion of the
Buena  imterseciion  where  roads
froom Millville.  Bridgeron, Tucka-
hoe, Mavs Landing, Woodbury and

within th two townships and setting the debts of
both municipalities.

By May 22, all background information was
gathered and the groups agreed on both matters
on that date, fixing the total evaluation of both
townships at $713,469 based on the 1866 amount
of duplicate and establishing a total indebtedness
of §5, 233.78 owed by both groups.

Of the $713,469, Buena Vista Township was
assessed at $265.824, leaving Hamilton Town-
ship's evaluation at $447.645.

Buena Vista's share of the §5,233.78 debts
was agreed to be $1950 leaving $3283.78 to be
assumed by Hamilton Township. This figure
raised to $2049.70 by bills divided during the
meeting, was paid to Hamilton in three equal in-
stallments, the first of which was paid during that
samc evening.

On June 1st, 1867, the Buena Vista Town-
ship Committee met to fix the salaries of municipal
employees Salary for committeeman. was set at
$2.00 per meeting day.

BUENA VISTA

The Spanish name of Buena Vista, meaning
“sood vision”, was originally introduced to this
area after the Mexican War by George B. Cake
Sr. who purchased the old hotel at Buena in 1848
and called 1t by that name.

In 1867 the name was picked up in the nam-
g of the Township.

The town which grew around the old stage
coach stop adopted the name and carried it until
the turn of the century when it was discovered
that another town in the state had the same name.
The Vista portion was then dropped and the town
went by the name Buena.

ferlin all converged.































































































































